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Text	by	Esmé	Beaumont:

lighthouse

for	transgender	day	of	remembrance,	2024

in	a	better	world,	Brianna	blows	out	eighteen	candles
on	a	cake	with	pink	icing,	surrounded	by	new	friends.
Nex	plays	lead	in	their	school	play,	grins	through	the	curtain	call,
laughs	stage-drenched	and	glowing.	Eden	swirls	Leelah
and	Camdyn	in	a	honey-drunk	dance	under	spun	sugar
party	lights,	and	Corei	makes	a	grilled	cheese	for	his	mum
as	the	dawn	cards	gentle	fingers	through	his	hair,
his	favourite	stuffed	giraffe	on	the	table	beside	him.	and	you

will	glimpse,	in	this	world,	the	scope	of	the	new	moon.
you	are	not	abandoned.	i	hear	the	grief-strung
cry	and	tremor-song,	we	pluck	the	same	ocean,	my	hands
are	yours.	it	does	not	have	to	hurt	to	become.

lavender	nail	polish	hidden	in	the	sock	drawer
hesitant	introductions.	first	haircut.	i	remember.
i	remember	you;	your	chosen	name
in	the	mouth	of	someone	who	loves	you
is	my	favourite	sound.

now	every	day	you	choose	to	live	i	thank	you,
each	faltering	breath	you	add	to	our	chorus	—
your	waxing	moon	is	light	for	all.	these	stepping	stones
we	sing	for	you.	come	home.

In	memory	of:
Brianna	Ghey	(2006-2023),	transgender	girl,	murdered
Nex	Benedict	(2008-2024),	nonbinary	teen,	died	by	suicide
Eden	Knight	(2000-2023),	transgender	woman,	died	by	suicide
Leelah	Alcorn	(1997-2014),	transgender	girl,	died	by	suicide
Camdyn	Rider	(2002-2023),	transgender	man,	murdered
Corei	Hall	(2009-2023),	transgender	boy,	died	by	suicide
and	all	others	who	were	taken	from	this	life	too	soon	for	being	who	they	were.
May	their	memories	be	a	revolution.
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